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WORDS OF WELCOME 
Distinguished Delegates, 

Welcome to the Pan-African Congress of 1945!  

We are delighted to welcome you all to this year’s GIMUN conference and to the historic Pan-

African Congress of 1945. We understand how excited or perhaps even nervous you must be 

feeling about the upcoming event, particularly if it is your first time here.  

Firstly, you should be excited to be part of this all-important committee and of GIMUN as a 

whole. We handpicked this year’s committee based on our theme “100 Years of 

Multilateralism: The Past, Present and Future” and settled on the topic “The Renaissance of 

Africa: Political, Economic and Social aspects of Independence”.  

During the conference, you will have to travel back in time to 1945 and put yourself in the 

shoes of the delegates, intellectuals and activists present at the time. You will need to think 

like a person living at that time and bear this particular time period in mind at all times. Our 

committee is bilingual, which makes it even more interesting for us and for you. This challenge 

will be a rewarding lesson to you. The session will be a thought-provoking experience that 

requires research, strong writing skills, public speaking and debating, teamwork and 

exceptional leadership abilities. Additionally, delegates should note that this is also a crisis 

committee. 

To get the most out of this committee and the entire event, we would advise you to study 

this background guide, the rules of procedure and all general regulations provided by the 

GIMUN Secretariat carefully. As your Chairs, we promise to provide you with a wonderful, 

memorable and worthwhile experience and, more importantly, we hope you will learn a thing 

or two along the way. 

In return, we would ask you to contribute to and actively participate in the sessions to ensure 

that they are as productive and rewarding as possible.  Dear delegates, we look forward to 

seeing you at the conference in February, in the international city of Geneva. Kindly get in 

touch if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Richael Mettle Addo and Ghita El Hachmi 
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1 PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS OF 1945 

1.1 HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE 
Pan-Africanism is the “idea that peoples of African descent have common interests and 

should be unified”.1 It is this shared sentiment that keeps African heritage alive. This idea 

resulted in different political and cultural movements that aim to achieve this common goal. 

The notion of Pan-Africanism first appeared in the mid-19th century in the United States of 

America as a result of commonalities between Africans and African Americans. On the one 

 
1 Encyclopedia Britannica, “Pan-Africanism”. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pan-Africanism 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pan-Africanism
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hand, some people believe that Pan-Africanism entails the separation of African-Americans 

from white people so that they can achieve complete independence. On the other hand, some 

people believe that Africa is the perfect place to build a new nation. Both sides do, however, 

agree on the fact that Africans in the New World need to return to their motherland and use 

their acquired knowledge to civilise and convert its inhabitants. Furthermore, Pan-Africanism 

is a worldwide economic, intellectual and political movement that strives for the cooperation 

of Africans in order to forge a new political landscape so that they may achieve their 

independence from colonial and imperial powers. In the 1940s, Africans became the new 

leaders of this movement, mainly because many Pan-Africanist advocates were part of leftist 

and communist sympathies in the United States.2 

The Pan-African Congress was thus born from the notion of Pan-Africanism in the 20th 

century. It sought to end colonial rule and racial discrimination peacefully. With this in mind, 

it attempted to unify African countries and to achieve effective cooperation, both 

continentally and internationally.3 The first Pan-African Congress took place in London in 1900 

and aimed to unify the people of Africa. It was organised by W.E.B Du Bois, one of the fathers 

of Pan-Africanism. The world has witnessed and experienced four Pan-African Congress 

meetings to date: 1900, 1921 and 1923 in London and 1927 in New York City.4 This year, you 

will be attending the fifth Pan-African Congress, which will be held in Manchester.  

The first Pan-African Congress took place in 1900 in London, in Westminster Town Hall. For 

the first time in history, Africans came together to discuss the common issues they had been 

facing. Racial discrimination was the main topic discussed. One key takeaway was that one of 

the participants, W.E.B Du Bois, had drafted a letter entitled “Address to the Nations of the 

World” to European leaders. In this letter, he asked them to join the fight against racism and 

to grant self-governance to their colonies along with other political rights. Interestingly, Du 

Bois stated that: “The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line…”. 5  

The second Pan-African Congress took place in 1921, with sessions being held in London, Paris 

and Brussels. The interesting thing about this congress was that 26 different groups of people 

of African descent gathered together to debate. This congress perpetuated the ideas 

 
2 Saheed Adejumobi, “The Pan-African Congresses, 1900-1945” (2008), Blackpast, 
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-
1900-1945/  
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 W.E.B. Du Bois, “To The Nations Of The World” (1990), Blackpast, https://www.blackpast.org/african-
american-history/1900-w-e-b-du-bois-nations-world/  

https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1900-w-e-b-du-bois-nations-world/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1900-w-e-b-du-bois-nations-world/
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defended by the previous one and denounced both imperialism in Africa and racism in the 

United States.6   

The third Pan-African Congress took place in 1923 and convened twice: in London first, then 

in Lisbon. This congress took a closer look at the conditions of the African diaspora and the 

exploitation of black workers. It may seem that previous Pan-African congresses merely 

sustained the idea of bringing an oppressed people together and turning their oppression into 

strength and willingness to fight for a better life. However, unifying people is a long process, 

and these congresses form the foundations of this process.7  

The fourth Pan-African Congress took place in 1927 in New York City. However, only a small 

number of African delegates were present due to the travel restrictions placed upon them by 

British and French colonial powers. These restrictions were put in place to prevent further 

Pan-African meetings. As in previous meetings, delegates discussed the conditions of Africans 

both in Africa and worldwide.8  

Due to the financial crisis of 1929 and the various consequences of the Second World War, 

the Pan-African Congress has been suspended for 18 years.9  

1.2 PAN-AFRICAN CONGRESS OF 1945 
Welcome to the fifth Pan-African Congress of 1945 here in Manchester in the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Debates and discussions between scholars, intellectuals 

and political activists throughout the conference should lead to the concrete application of 

Pan-Africanism in decolonising the African continent to achieve African cooperation, both 

economically and politically. In the wake of the Second World War, many African countries 

are taking part in the congress, and gaining independence is present in the minds of all 

delegates.  

 
6 Saheed Adejumobi, “The Pan-African Congresses, 1900-1945” (2008), Blackpast, 
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-
1900-1945/  
7 Saheed Adejumobi, “The Pan-African Congresses, 1900-1945” (2008), Blackpast, 
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-
1900-1945/ 
8 Ibid. 
9 South African History Online, “The Effects of WW2 In Africa” (2011), 
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/effects-ww2-africa 
 

https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/perspectives-global-african-history/pan-african-congresses-1900-1945/
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/effects-ww2-africa
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2 TOPIC A: THE AFRICAN RENAISSANCE: POLITICAL, ECONOMIC 

AND SOCIAL ASPECTS OF INDEPENDENCE 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

This section aims to help delegates to understand the concept of the ‘African Renaissance’, 

the current political, economic and social challenges that need to be addressed in the 

colonies, and to serve as a basis for Africa’s right to self-governance and development.10 The 

key pillars of the African Renaissance are socio-cultural, political and economic regeneration, 

as well as the improvement of Africa’s geo-political standing in world affairs.11  

The issues examined here also serve as points for debate in the fight for independence. 

The 20th century saw continuous revolutions, which eventually sparked colonial emancipation 

in Africa. Many individuals strived to free Africa completely from colonial rule. Natives 

realised that freedom was their right and thus began a relentless fight to reclaim it. Rebels 

merely wanted to be free from the suppression that had plagued the continent for a very long 

time. 

2.2 HISTORY AND CURRENT ISSUES 

The African Renaissance is the concept that African people and nations shall overcome the 

current challenges confronting the continent and achieve cultural, scientific and economic 

renewal.12 The idea behind this term is that there was a shared cultural continuity across 

African peoples that was more important than the varied development of different ethnic 

groups shown by differences in language and culture. These shared cultural values should act 

as a unifying force and a tool for emancipation. The African Renaissance is essentially a call 

for Africans to rise up and make Africa great and strong through their inclusive and unified 

efforts. 

 
10 Cheikh Anta Diop, Towards the African Renaissance: Essays in Culture and Development, 1946-1960. 

(London: Karnak House, 1996). Originally published in French as “Alerte Sous Les Tropiques” (Paris: Présence 
Africaine, 1990). 
11 Dani W. Nabudere, "The African Renaissance in the Age of Globalization," African Journal of Political Science 
/ Revue Africaine De Science Politique 6, no. 2 (2001): 11-28.  
12 Cheikh Anta Diop, Towards the African Renaissance: Essays in Culture and Development, 1946-1960. 
(London: Karnak House, 1996). Originally published in French as “Alerte Sous Les Tropiques” (Paris: Présence 
Africaine, 1990). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
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The words “emancipation”, “freedom”, “self-governance” and “sovereignty” are gradually 

becoming powerful forces, and were highly sought-after qualities for most African countries 

in the late 1930s and early 1940s. The continent has been subjected to slavery and forced 

labour for over 400 years and, consequently, colonisation. The colonisation period, which 

lasted mainly from 1870 to 1900, is called the “Scramble for Africa”, also known as the 

“Partition” or the “Conquest of Africa”. During this period, the continent was divided up and 

ruled by European countries for the most part, under the Berlin Agreement of 1885. The 

foundation of colonialism and the partition of Africa was based on both economic and non-

economic factors.13  

These years of colonisation and slavery have had serious economic, social and political 

consequences in Africa.  

We must not be satisfied that, in this nation, European influence shapes our polity, 

makes our laws, rules in our tribunals, and impregnates our social atmosphere. - 

Dr. Edward Blyden 14 

Following the end of the First and Second World Wars and the subsequent introduction of 

the Atlantic Charter in 1941, a product of post-war goals, which stipulated that, "they respect 

the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live; and they 

wish to see sovereign rights and self-government restored to those who have been forcibly 

deprived of them.” 15Africans, having fought side by side with the colonial armies, are using 

this Charter as leverage in their fight for independence. By the end of the First World War, 

and subsequently the cold war, many protest groups started to emerge in Africa, which is 

currently experiencing difficult political economic and social conditions, as they call for 

independence.16 The different aspects are briefly discussed below. 

2.2.1 ECONOMIC ASPECTS 

 
13 John Mackenzie, The Partition of Africa: And European Imperialism 1880-1900 (London: Routledge, 2005). 
14 William J. Middleton, “PAN - AFRICANISM: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE,” The Black Scholar 1, no. 
3/4 (1970): 58-64. 
15 NATO, “'The Atlantic Charter' - Declaration of Principles issued by the President of the United States and the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom”. (2018), 
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_16912.htm  
16 William J. Middleton, “PAN - AFRICANISM: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE,” The Black Scholar 1, no. 
3/4 (1970): 58-64.  

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_16912.htm


Geneva International Model United Nations 

8 

 
panafricancongress@gimun.org 

 
 

8 

Owing to the lengthy period of slavery, colonisation and imperialism, Africans quite literally 

have no power or influence regarding the economic affairs of their countries. Most African 

countries are heavily endowed with natural resources, such as gold and ivory in Western 

Africa (the Gold Coast and Ivory Coast), rubber and uranium in Central Africa (the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo), copper in Zambia, tea in Kenya and diamonds and other precious 

minerals, in addition to favourable agricultural conditions. Ultimately, Africans are fighting to 

have their say in relation to land, labour and capital resources in their countries.17 

Primarily, as regards economic policies, Africans feel that the introduction of imperial policies 

on the exploitation of resources and cheap labour has caused local economies to fail. It is, 

however, argued that colonisation did integrate African economies into the world economy. 

Nonetheless, this idea has received much criticism given that the economic system in Africa, 

which is dependent on natural resource extraction fuelling foreign industries, seems to favour 

the colonial masters.  

Another pressing challenge in the colonies is the lack of infrastructure, particularly transport 

infrastructure. Most of the roads and railways were built by colonial masters to transport raw 

materials for export (e.g. gold, manganese, coffee and cotton) from resource-rich areas to the 

ports, i.e. not for Africans’ benefit or to develop the colonies themselves in any shape or form. 

They facilitated trade for timber and other trading companies, agricultural concession firms 

and white settlers. For this reason, areas that were not rich in resources had no roads or 

railways.18 

Secondly, the colonies are forced to provide mainly raw materials rather than finished goods; 

there are therefore hardly any factories for such manufacturing purposes. These raw 

materials are processed in Western and European countries, then brought back to the 

colonies to be sold at excessive prices. This is not fair on the colonies. Africans are calling for 

the development of factories in Africa to process the continent’s raw materials. 

The colonies feel cheated out of the proceeds from their own resources and hard work, 

particularly in the mining and agricultural sectors. Africans are the greatest contributors in 

terms of labour, yet they are the least well paid. Lastly, most Africans were not permitted to 

 
17 Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (London: Bogle-L'Ouverture. Dar es Salaam: Tanzania 
Publishing House, 1973). 
18 Angela Thompsell, “The Challenges African States Faced at Independence,” ThoughtCo. 
https://www.thoughtco.com/challenges-african-states-faced-at-independence-43754  

https://www.thoughtco.com/challenges-african-states-faced-at-independence-43754
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own land or property in certain areas or had to go through a strenuous procedure to be able 

to do so in their own country.19   

2.2.2 POLITICAL ASPECTS 

The Scramble for Africa influenced the continent’s political landscape in many ways. During 

colonisation, the possession of a colony was a sign of prestige among the colonial masters. 

They thus used colonies as assets in balance of power negotiations and as useful items of 

exchange in international bargaining. 

African colonies with large populations are seen as a source of considerable military power 

and they were used in wars.  

The colonial masters ruled through direct or indirect rule. Direct rule (assimilation) was used 

mostly by the French, the Portuguese, the Germans and the Belgians, who relied on highly 

centralised administration. The British, on the other hand, used indirect rule by identifying 

traditional rulers and aligning them with the British Empire to execute their agenda.20 

The colonial States are ruled through authoritarian, bureaucratic systems that are imposed 

and maintained by force without the consent of the governed; the colonial States do not, 

therefore, have the effective legitimacy of regular governments. Additionally, they are 

bureaucratic as they are administered by military officers and civil servants who were 

appointees of the colonial power.21 

The Africans that are given a chance to participate in one of these systems owe their loyalty 

to the colonial administration. The colonial masters ran the affairs of the country to benefit 

themselves while ignoring the needs of the locals. 

As more Africans are receiving an education, the emergence of increased political freedom 

has led to greater awareness of the political context surrounding them. Self-determination is 

driving these Africans to fulfil their desire to restore the pride of Africa. 

 
19 Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (London: Bogle-L'Ouverture. Dar es Salaam: Tanzania 
Publishing House, 1973). 
20 E.G. Ehiedu Iweriebor, “The Colonization of Africa”, Africana 
Age.http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro 
21 E.G. Ehiedu Iweriebor, “The Colonization of Africa”, Africana 
Age.http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balance_of_power_in_international_relations
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro
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Africans’ ultimate political quest is to have a voice in governance and to be represented within 

their own governments.22 

2.2.3 SOCIAL ASPECTS 

The backdrop of colonialism has not only distorted the traditional monarchy most African 

countries had, but it is also causing the displacement of people, language, identity and 

culture. 

It is also pertinent to note that, during the Scramble for Africa and division, there was no 

regard for the ethnic or social landscape on the ground. The subjects of these colonies often 

had many differing identities, and colonial policies that favoured one group over another, e.g. 

allocating them land or political rights further deepened these divisions.23 

Another concerning issue is the loss of African identity and cultural values. Given the 

introduction of foreign education by colonial masters and constant interactions with locals, it 

was inevitable that European values and ways of thinking would have a strong influence. This 

is slowly leading to the subjection of African culture.24 

Furthermore, there is a need to have the freedom to practise their own religion and social 

customs. The colonialists see traditional African culture as barbaric and hence feel the need 

to guide Africans towards a more civilised way of life and worship. However, Africans feel that 

their traditions and way of life are unique and should be preserved. The moralistic view of 

colonialism has its roots in Social Darwinism Theory or the White Man's Burden, whereby 

Europeans have a duty to rule the primitive Africans/blacks. For further information on this 

theory, see Spencer (1892) and Hofstadter (1944). 

Social amenities, such as schools and hospitals, are solely for the colonialists. Very few 

Africans have the privilege of using these facilities. Vital services like these must be extended 

to all without discrimination. For example, as Northern Kenya and Southern Sudan had little 

to offer the colonialists, the area was simply ignored by the colonising power when it came 

to roads, schools and hospitals.25 

 
22 William J. Middleton, "PAN-AFRICANISM: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE," The Black Scholar 1, no. 
3/4 (1970): 58-64.  
23 Angela Thompsell, “The Challenges African States Faced at Independence,” ThoughtCo. 
https://www.thoughtco.com/challenges-african-states-faced-at-independence-43754   
24 Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (London: Bogle-L'Ouverture. Dar es Salaam: Tanzania 
Publishing House, 1973). 
25 Ibid. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/challenges-african-states-faced-at-independence-43754
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2.3 BLOC POSITIONS 

2.3.1 AFRICA 

By 1945, most of Africa - with the exception of Haiti, Ethiopia and Liberia - had been subjected 

to European colonisation. The climate in the aftermath of the Second World War was 

therefore full of hope and determination to achieve independence. Africans’ participation in 

both World Wars exposed them to the ideas of self-determination and independent rule. 

Some African countries, forced to participate in the war, experienced the taste of freedom 

and strived to achieve it in their homelands. The recently created United Nations declared 

that all people had the right to self-determination; Africans, therefore, have more hope than 

ever to be free in their homeland.  

2.3.2 EUROPE  

In 1945, following the Second World War, colonial powers were struggling to justify keeping 

their colonies. They claimed that Africa was not ready for self-governance and that they were 

preparing it for that. With this in mind, colonial governments started investing in schools and 

education. However, the educated elite were constantly demanding self-rule. For instance, 

France was convinced that its colonies should become French and was constantly 

encouraging this behaviour. Portugal under Salazar’s rule believed that the colonies were 

undoubtedly Portuguese and allowed its people to settle down there without contributing to 

the colonies’ development or preparing them for self-rule. Furthermore, colonial 

governments were introducing new agricultural reforms that aimed to maintain African 

colonies’ dependence on Europe.  

2.4 GUIDING QUESTIONS 
1. How can African countries achieve economic and political independence peacefully?  

2. How can the United Nations apply the right to self-determination in African colonies 

without creating new conflicts?  

3. How can African countries cooperate to achieve independence?  

4. Is international cooperation feasible?  

5. How can Africa avoid being dependent on European countries once it has gained 

independence? 

2.5 FURTHER RESEARCH AND READINGS 
● Rodney, Walter. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. London: Bogle-L'Ouverture. Dar 

es Salaam: Tanzania Publishing House, 1973. 
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● Middleton, William J. "PAN-AFRICANISM: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE". 

The Black Scholar 1, no. 3/4 (1970): 58-64. 

● Geiss, Imanuel. “Pan-Africanism.” Journal of Contemporary History 4, no. 1 (1969): 

187–200.  

● Sherwood, Marika. "Pan-African Conferences, 1900-1953: What did ‘Pan-Africanism 

Mean?" The Journal of Pan African Studies 4, no. 10 (2012): 106-126.  

● E.G. Ehiedu Iweriebor, “The Colonization of Africa”, Africana Age. 

http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro  

 

2.6 CONCLUSION 

Africans are seeking the development of Africa for Africans’ benefit rather than just 

Europeans’. 

This continent and its people have experienced a great deal of oppression and suppression 

and have been seriously exploited. African people are tired of being deprived of the benefits 

of their own land, as well as the political, social and economic deprivation they are 

experiencing. 

Now is the time to stand up and fight for total freedom and their beliefs. This conference is 

the ideal platform to make African demands known. 

Although some colonial powers are unwilling to relinquish power as they claim that the 

colonies are ill-prepared and incapable of governing themselves, Africans believe that their 

freedom is of paramount importance and will go to great lengths to achieve it.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-colonization-of-africa.html#intro
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3 ANNEX 
A. Timeline:  
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B. The situation in Africa in 1945:  

  

 

 

C. The official languages in Africa in 1945:  

Source: “Module Seven (B), Activity Two – Exploring Africa”. 2020 Exploring Africa. 

http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/colonial-exploration-and-conquest-in-africa-explore/  

http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/colonial-exploration-and-conquest-in-africa-explore/
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